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Novels

Alissa Walser
Mesmerized

“The wait is finally over: Mesmerized is a subtle, gentle, touching text and an outstanding novel”
– Die Presse

“Ingenious” – Die Zeit

English language report available

About the book

It is Vienna, in the year 1777. Franz Anton Mesmer is the most famous
physician of his day when he is assigned a seemingly hopeless case: to cure
the wunderkind Maria Theresia, a blind pianist and singer.

By the time Mesmer admits the blind girl to his special infirmary for magnetic
therapies, she has already been almost killed as a result of the cures
attempted by innumerable doctors. Mesmer is sure he can give her the help
she needs and secretly hopes this spectacular case will bring him the
acknowledgement of the academic world he has craved for so long. Mesmer
and Maria’s shared love of music helps to forge a bond between the doctor
and his patient, and before long the remedy shows the first signs of
success… With her highly musical language, Alissa Walser takes us on a
unique literary journey in a novel of captivating beauty centring on the
themes of illness and health, music and science, the five senses, men and
women and at its core, it is simply about being human.

ALISSA WALSER, born in 1961, lives in Frankfurt and is an author,
translator and painter. She has previously published two volumes of short
stories: “This Is Not the Whole Story” (1996) and “The Lesser Half of the
World” (2000). She was awarded the prestigious Ingeborg Bachmann Prize
for her short story “Present”.

“Don’t’ miss it!” – Brigitte

“Mesmerized’s magical language excites sensations with every
line – a truly indulging read” – NDR Kultur

“A debut of impressive narrative force” – Focus

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
256 pages
January 2010

Rights sold to:
France (Actes Sud)
Italy (Neri Pozza)
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Specifications:
Piper Paperback
320 pages
April 2010

World Rights available

Novels

Gaby Hauptmann
Ticket to Paradise

Romantic Mayhem on Majorca

Gaby Hauptmann’s bestselling novels have been translated into more than 20
languages – more than 7 million copies sold worldwide!

About the book

Clara has taken the plunge and made a new life on Majorca for herself and
her young daughter – and she intends to spend it with Andres, a charming
and passionate Spaniard. Clara has some great ideas that will breathe life
into the restaurant he runs. But Andres seems only to have eyes for Maria
José, the sexy cook he’s recently hired. It goes without saying that Clara is
not about to put up with this for much longer…

The sequel to “Return Flight Not Required”, eagerly awaited by 350,000
readers

GABY HAUPTMANN, born in 1957 in the small town of Trossingen, is a
freelance journalist and writer; she lives in Allensbach on Lake Constance.
Her novels are all bestsellers – e.g. “Not More `al dente`, Please!”, “Grab
that Man”, “Yachting Fever” - and have been translated into several
languages, as well as being made into highly successful films. Further
publications: “In Search Of An Impotent Man”, “Woman’s Hand on Man’s
Bottom” and her very intimate book “More of It. On Life and How to Enjoy It”.
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Novels

Thommie Bayer
Faller’s Great Love

Love can be great. But it never lasts forever

What’s worse: to lose the love of your life or to never have experienced true love? The inscrutable Faller
takes us on a mysterious journey, searching for answers to the toughest questions of all.

About the book

“Do you take whole libraries as well?” One day, a man named Faller turns up
in Alexander Storz’s second-hand bookshop with this question. Curious, the
young antiquarian looks over Faller’s collection, all treasures and first
editions. They get talking – and out of the blue Faller makes him an offer:
“Why don’t you come with me on a journey… You do the driving, I’ll do the
paying.”
The very next day the two of them are gliding along in a green Jaguar. The
enigmatic Faller keeps Alexander in the dark about the purpose of the trip,
so he does his best to identify a pattern to the places they visit. Is this about
some sort of guilt? Is it about revenge or love? The longer they are on the
road, the more they talk about life and love, the clearer it becomes to
Alexander that he needs to do some serious thinking about Agnes, his one
true love.

THOMMIE BAYER was born in 1953 in Esslingen. He studied painting and
worked as a song-writer and revue performer until 1985, when he started to
write stories, poems and novels. Recent publications include: “A Short Story
About Happiness” (2007), “April Weather” (2009). Read more about the
author on www.thommie-bayer.de.

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
224 pages
February 2010

World Rights available
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Novels

Bastienne Voss
Man for Man

After Clemensbaby there was Igor the Russian, and then the experienced Hesse – from boarding
school all the way through to finding her way in the theatre, Sibylle doesn’t leave anything out.
Bastienne Voss tells the autobiographical story of a young girl from East Germany: brazen,
open, and funny.

About the book

Sibylle wants to get out of the East German provinces where the air reeks of
lubricating oil and the men spend all day drinking in bars. Sybille wants to
become an actress and finally makes it to Berlin. There she meets Hesse,
her mother’s ex-lover, with whom she experiences far more than just an
unforgettable night. But everything changes when the wall comes down.

Bastienne Voss, born in 1968 in Berlin, trained as an actress and singer at
the Carl Maria von Weber College of Music in Dresden. After roles in various
television and film productions, she joined the well-known cabaret ensemble
“Distel” (Thistle). In 2007 she published her first book – “Drei Irre unterm
Flachdach” (Three Crackpots Under a Flat Roof) is the story of her family.

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
240 pages
March 2010

World Rights available
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Short Stories

Annette Pehnt
You Can Grow Accustomed to One Another Without Words, it Can Happen Very
Quickly

“Annette Pehnt’s writing is simple and full of truth.” - Der Spiegel

Life as a constant state of emergency: in six intelligent, deeply moving stories, Annette Pehnt focuses on
moments of great intensity – such as a daughter’s helplessness in the face of her mother’s death, or a
young woman’s sadness about the loss of her beauty.

About the book

There’s the seemingly happy young woman who is troubled by the words of
an elderly Chinese lady: “Your beauty is slumbering in your face. It’s just that
you’ve forgotten it’s there.” There’s the daydreaming train guard who longs
to go to sleep next to her passengers. And the two dejected children whose
mother just disappears into hospital one day. Will it all work out in the end?
Will things ever go back to the way they were? Grief, love, pain and
intimacy: with depth of focus and exquisite detail, Annette Pehnt illuminates
our everyday life and discovers a state of emergency in the midst of
normality.

Annette Pehnt, born in 1967, studied and worked in Ireland, Scotland and
the USA. A literary critic and writer, she now lives with her husband and
three children in the university town of Freiburg, Southern Germany. She
published her first novel “I Must Be Off (Ich muss los)” in 2001, which
received several awards. She won the prestigious Jury Prize at Klagenfurt
for an excerpt from her second novel “Island 34 (Insel 34)” (2004). Her most
recent publication was “Mobbing” (2008).

Previous Titles (Selection):
Insel 34, 2004; rights sold to Holland (Contact), France (Mae-Erti Editeurs)
Haus der Schildkröten, 2006; rights sold to Holland (Contact), Israel (Am
Oved), Latvia (Musu Knyga)
Mobbing, 2008; rights sold to Holland (Contact), Israel (Am Oved), Italy
(Neri Pozza), Lebanon (Cadmus Press), Lithuania (Musu Knyga)

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
240 pages
February 2010

World Rights available
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Short Stories

Georg M. Oswald
How Was Your Day, Dear?
Reports from the front line of office life

The media about Oswald’s previous novels:

"Clever, informed, sarcastic, and streetwise" - Süddeutsche Zeitung

"Savage and funny ... a very supple and clever satire ... full of small, cumulative pleasures." — Geoff
Nicholson, The New York Times Book Review

"Reads like the gleeful evil twin of the self-help book."— Richard Wallace, The Seattle Times

About the book

Workmates who wangle each other out of meetings with the help of an
ingenious ploy involving text messages; an “expert” on social media
marketing who goes on about “fack afair”; secretarial gossip in the cafeteria;
and a boss with a no-women policy – these are just some of the snapshots
from working life that are part of our daily bread-and-butter.

High-profile author Georg M. Oswald portrays our brave new world of work –
a minefield that the Munich-based lawyer is all too familiar with.

Georg M. Oswald, born in 1963, works in Munich as a lawyer, specializing
in employment and corporate law. His novels “Lichtenberg’s Case” and
“Party Boy” have been translated into many languages and make him one of
the most well-known German authors around the world. Praised by the Los
Angeles Times for its “gleefully bitter prose” his novel “All That Counts” tells
the tale of the foundering of an over-eager social climber in the returns-
focused world of business. Georg M. Oswald has received numerous
rewards for his work.

Specifications:
Piper Paperback
192 pages
April 2010

World Rights available
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Historical Novels

Robert Löhr
The Hamlet Conspiracy

Sometimes the Sword is mightier than the Pen – the magnificent classical authors ride again.

About the book
1807: While Napoleon wages war on Germany, a most unusual version of
Hamlet is being staged in the Swabian provinces by an even more peculiar
travelling theatre company. If the French secret police knew more about
Shakespeare, they would have been suspicious long ago. However no-one
has any idea that the performers masquerading as a theatre company are in
fact none other than the famous writers Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
Heinrich von Kleist, August Wilhelm Schlegel, Ludwig Tieck, and Madame
de Staël, Napoleon’s archenemy herself – and they are all on a highly
sensitive secret mission. In their luggage is the thousand-year-old imperial
crown, which Kleist unearthed on an island on Lake Constance. Now the
challenge is to carry Christendom’s largest crown to Prussia – and keep it
from Napoleon, who has every intention of using it to establish himself as
emperor …
Equipped with the sharp wit and in-depth knowledge of the classics and his
much-beloved Romantic poets, Robert Löhr gives us a highly entertaining,
extremely absorbing historical novel with the quotes flying as fast as the
bullets.

Robert Löhr was born in 1973 and worked as a journalist before turning his
hand to writing fiction. He has written plays, as well as numerous scripts for
cinema and television. Löhr lives in Berlin and also works as a director, actor
and puppeteer.

Previous Titles:
The Chess Machine, 2005; rights sold to: Brazil (Alfredo Machado), China
(Peoples Literature), Czech Republic (Euromedia), Denmark (Nordisk
Forlag), Finland (WSOY), France (Robert Laffont), Greece (Lisani), Hungary
(SZO), Iceland (Edda), Israel (Keter), Italy (RCS Libri), The Netherlands
(Karakter), Norway (H. Aschehoug), Poland (Dolnoslaskie), Portugal
(Presenca), Romania (RAO), Slovak Republic (IKAR), Slovenia (Ucila),
Spain (Random House Mondadori), Sweden (Forum), Taiwan (Azoth
Books), Turkey (Vatan Kitap), UK / USA (Penguin Books)
The Erl-King Exercise, 2007; rights sold to: Brazil (Record), Italy (RCS
Libri), The Netherlands (Karakter), Spain (Random House Mondadori)

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
368 pages
Januar 2010

World Rights available


