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Fiction / Novels

Julia Schoch
At Summer’s Speed
Novel

Poignant and insightful, At Summer’s Speed is the story of an enigmatic woman

About the book

“It was the women in particular who were filled with zealous
exuberance: their faces radiant, their laughter echoing long into the
summer night. Somehow the course of historical events – the
disbanding of our East German state – seemed to have liberated the
potential in their own lives. My sister, however, who had long cherished
the dream of freedom in her remote home in the pine forests of the
Szczecin lagoon, had nothing worth leaving behind. Only her family
and husband. But she stayed put, rekindling her relationship with her
old lover, while still nurturing the quixotic notion that in this new country
a new life could have been hers for the taking. If I had been paying
closer attention, I might have been able to talk her out of her
calamitous decision.“

Julia Schoch’s subtly nuanced and consistently intriguing novel
describes the fall of East Germany and how the fulfilment of the longing
for freedom also meant the end of a lifetime of dreams.

JULIA SCHOCH, born in Bad Saarow in 1974, studied in Bucharest
and Paris and now lives in Potsdam working as a freelance author. Her
highly acclaimed debut, “The Body of the Salamander”, a collection of
short stories, won her numerous prizes, including the Friedrich
Hölderlin stipend and the Annette von Droste Hülshoff Prize. “At
Summer´s Speed” is shortlisted for the Leipzig Bookfair Award 2009.

Previous title:
“A Date with Mattok”

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
160 pages
March 2009

World Rights available
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Fiction / Novels

Louise Jacobs
Artful Strategies
Novel

A sentimental education in a merciless world – this is a novel about greed, power, love,
and the seductive temptations of art

About the book

He has been hyped to high heaven. They have stripped him of his love.
Leo Becker, in his mid-thirties and on the verge of reaching the
pinnacle of his artistic career, is faced with some momentous choices:
between his cheating wife and the old flame he can’t seem to forget,
and between his art and the temptations of a society that has no
qualms about manipulating him like a puppet according to its current
obsessions. Once the art world gets hold of you, there is no easy
escape. In an effort to concentrate fully on his painting, Leo retreats to
his studio in Brandenburg. With only himself and his art for company,
he is preparing for the opportunity of a lifetime – an exhibition in New
York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. But he can’t keep the Berlin art
scene and its temptations locked out for long, and his love life doesn’t
make matters any less complicated. Not only is his wife Rachel seeing
another man, she is threatening to sell Leo out to the art market for
good. In desperation, Leo turns to his former lover. But it’s not easy to
pick up the threads of a relationship that had been abandoned so
abruptly.

Torn like a damaged canvas between the two women, and between his
art and the tempting trappings of success, Leo is outmanoeuvred.
Society is a hunter that shows its prey no mercy, and will dump him
with the same nonchalance with which it declared him a god.

LOUISE JACOBS, born in 1982, struck literary gold instantaneously
when she hit the bestseller lists with her 2006 debut “Café Heimat: The
story of my family.” She has always had a strong interest in art, and in
her research for Artful Strategies she immersed herself into the Leipzig
artistic scene and explored the machinations of the international art
world. A full time writer, she divides her time between Berlin and
Vermont.

Specifications:
Pendo Hardcover
304 pages
May 2009

World Rights available
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Fiction / Novels

André Kubiczek
Head Under Water
Novel

Love in the age of capitalism – André Kubiczek’s new novel.

About the book

Henry had long abandoned hope that things would improve. The days
of intimate dinners with close friends in spacious pre-war Berlin
apartments, with fine white wine and linen napkins in silver rings, were
gone forever. But it was not the loss of his money that chiefly worried
him. Henry was far more concerned about the situation with Birte –
ever since her untidy departure with their daughter Johanna, he could
no longer fool himself that his dejection could be construed as freedom.
And now he was mulling over what Cynthia had just told him on the
phone – that his best friend Peter had not returned home the previous
night. Henry had knocked him to the ground after a heated argument,
leaving him where he fell.

Following the publication of his supremely intelligent novels “Young
Talents” and “The Good and the Bad”, André Kubiczek is rated as one
of the most exciting authors of his generation. “Head Under Water” is
both a unique love story and a portrait of a generation that, having lost
all its illusions, has nothing but irony to fall back on.

ANDRÉ KUBICZEK was born in Brandenburg in 1969, the son of
German-Laotian parents. He now lives in Berlin and since 2002 has
been a full-time author. That year saw the appearance of his highly-
acclaimed “Young Talents”, which was followed in 2003 by “The Good
and the Bad”, of which the Süddeutsche Zeitung wrote: “Kubiczek’s
second novel surpasses even his debut in terms of rich humour and
imaginative ingenuity: near the knuckle, nail-biting, and often downright
nasty.” In 2006, “The Stars Shine Above” was published, and, in the
following year, André Kubiczek was awarded the Candide Prize.

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
256 pages
February 2009

World Rights available
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Fiction / Novels

Sten Nadolny / Jens Sparschuh
Cleaning the Guns. Two cold war warriors reminisce

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
208 pages
March 2009

World Rights available

“As I recall, NATO was the least of our worries”, admits Jens
Sparschuh to Sten Nadolny. Two writers playing at being soldiers –
what did they think they were up to? It’s not even as if they fought on
the same side! Now they are making up for lost time, enjoying what
once would have been considered treason by the opposing armies in
cold war: talking to each other. They recall the East German NVA and
the Bundeswehr in the West, the drill-sergeants and mess halls, the
ennui of inertia and the excitement of field exercises. They share their
incredulity at the inexplicable allure of weaponry, and how they seem to
have so many experiences in common; they debate issues of idealism
and conscience, freedom and surveillance. Each man seems to have
struck a deal with life, for which both of them, in their different ways,
are still paying the price.

Sten Nadolny and Jens Sparschuh, both writers and raconteurs, both
best-selling authors, have got together to write a remarkable history of
the two Germanys. With candour and perspicacity, they discuss the
current state of the world, the sandy soil of Brandenburg, and their
intensely private experiences as soldiers.

STEN NADOLNY, born in 1942, served with the Bundeswehr (the
West German federal defence force) between 1961 and 1963, when it
was still in its infancy. He went on to make his mark as a writer, his
widely admired novels including “Travel Pass”, “The God of
Impertinence”, and “The Discovery of Slowness”.

JENS SPARSCHUH, born in 1955, was conscripted into the NVA (East
Germany’s People’s Army) for a few short months in 1983. As well as
being the author of numerous radio dramas and books for children, he
has published several novels to great acclaim, including “The Table-
Top Fountain” – which became a huge success as a movie – and “One
to One”.
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Fiction / Novels

Thommie Bayer
April Weather
Novel

You can only discover love once you own up to it. A love triangle shapes Thommie
Bayer’s absorbing novel.

Angelo Colagrossi, Hans Peter Kerkeling and Angelina Maccarone
Fjord and Backward

About the book

“When are we going to get around to talking this over?” asks Christine,
making sure she doesn’t catch the men’s eyes. But talking is not Benno and
Daniel’s strong point. When they perform their soulful music together, they
have a miraculous chemistry that is beyond words – but Benno has reached
the end of his tether. His unspoken understanding with Daniel has dissolved,
and he is desperate to get away from him. He also wants to distance himself
from Christine, whose heart, he is convinced, belongs to Daniel. After a 12-
year odyssey that takes him on a coast-to-coast journey across the United
States, Benno returns, and the pack is reshuffled.

THOMMIE BAYER was born in 1953 in Esslingen. He studied painting and
worked as a song-writer and revue performer until 1985, when he started to
write stories, poems and novels. Recent publications include: “The
Dangerous Woman” (2004), “A Short Story About Happiness” (2007). Read
more about the author on www.thommie-bayer.de.

About the book

Can it be true? Do they really give fjords as prizes? It would seem so, as
obsessive competition entrant Norbert Krabbe is on his way to Norway’s
Lofeten region to claim his latest prize, the “Norbert-Krabbe-Fjord”, and move
into the log cabin that comes with it. Little does the out-of-work clerk from the
provincial backwater of Wanne-Eickel know that Birgit, his silver-tongued but
heavy-drinking wife, is in hot pursuit. Nor does Norbert have an inkling that
he’ll also have to put up with a travelling companion – none other than the
irredeemably irritating reporter Horst Schlämmer from godforsaken
Grevenbroich.

“Fjord and Backward” won the Corine Prize for audiobook of the year.
Appearing at long last in a novelised version, this work of pure comic genius is
lavishly illustrated with photographs from the recent screen adaptation. A tall
tale of disrobed elks, disoriented vet’s wives and decidedly smelly Norwegians
– “Fjord and Backward” is comedy at its very best!

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
224 pages
February 2009

World Rights available

Specifications:
Piper Hardcover
192 pages with
numerous photographs
April 2009

World Rights available


